
Grades pre-school & up: Tasty Garbage: How Composting with 

WORMS Can Reduce Food Waste.   
 

The amount of food wasted in the United States is staggering.  Food waste 
accounts for approximately 21 percent of the total municipal solid waste 

stream.  In 2012 alone, more than 36 million tons of food waste was 
generated, with only five percent diverted from landfills and incinerators for 

composting, making food waste the single largest component of household 
waste.  

 
This program provides a free classroom worm composting bin and all the 

“fixin’s” for your class to conduct “vermicomposting” (worms included).  The 
process of using earthworms (redworms) and microorganisms to convert 

organic waste into nutrient-rich humus is called “vermicomposting”.   
 

Vermicomposting is easy—anyone can do it!  Redworms (sometimes called 

“red wigglers) are the most common type of earthworm used in 
vermicomposting.  The Authority provides the red wigglers and everything 

your class will need to conduct worm composting at school. 
 

An instructor from the Authority will come to your classroom to explain how 
to compost with worms and to help students build the bin.  Classrooms keep 

the bins for a semester and then harvest the compost.   
 

If you are interested in a worm composting program for your classroom, Call 
Jen or Mindy at 845-1066 or request a worm bin contract by returning the 

application below. 
 

Red  Wiggler Fun Facts: 
 

-Red Wigglers eat the equivalent of their weight in food every day! 
-Red Wigglers live about one year.   

-Red Wigglers have 5 hearts. 
-Red Wigglers can live submerged in water only about 1 hour. 

-Red Wigglers have no skeletal or nervous systems. 
 
  
                 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
YES! Send A Worm Bin Contract! 

      
   Your Name:______________________________________________ 

   
 Grade:_______________________________________________ 

 
 School Name: ____________________________________________ 

    
 School Address:_________________________________________   

  
 School Phone #:__________________________________________ 

  

 Best time to reach you:____________________________________ 
  

 Your email:______________________________________________ 
  

Home phone or cell phone (Optional):__________________________ 
 

    
 MAIL TO:  Jen Cristofoletti,  

   York County Solid Waste Authority 
   2700 Blackbridge Road 

   York, PA 17406      OR.....   FAX TO:  717-843-1544 


