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York County Resource Recovery Center  
Renovations Continue
The past year we have welcomed many exciting changes at the York County Resource Recovery Center (RRC)!  Site improvements are 
well underway for the installation of a customer convenience area for special wastes and recyclables, expansion of the tipping hall 
and waste storage pit and replacement of the RRC’s boiler system and air compressors.  Relocation of warehouse and maintenance 
facilities, relocation and expansion of the scalehouse and installation of a storm water runoff reuse system are the upcoming projects 
in the site improvement schedule.  Also well underway at the RRC is THE BUILDING OF A BRAND NEW EDUCATION CENTER!

Things are really taking shape at the new Education 
Center.  With walls now installed in the exhibit area, 
theater room and program room, we can envision 
what our new space will look like.  We anxiously 
await being able to fill our new rooms with lots of 
bright York County learners!  Unfortunately, in spite 
of making great headway, we do not foresee being 
able to host tours of the RRC during the 2017 spring 
tour season.  Although we are not able to host you 
and your students for tours of the RRC while it is 
under renovation, we look forward to welcoming 
you to our new facility in the future.  

While we can’t offer tours of the RRC, we are again 
offering our Tour Scholarship Program for our 
Hopewell Area Recreational Complex Tour in 
Stewartstown.  This new education program 
incorporates alternative energy, landfill 
technology and wildlife habitat study.  Please 
see below for more details!

The Hopewell Area Recreation Complex  
(HARC) Landfill Adventure!
The York County Solid Waste Authority (YCSWA) will again offer tours this year of York County’s Sanitary Landfill which was closed in 
1997.  Since the tour’s inception in June 2015, over 1000 participants from York County school and civic groups have visited HARC 
to learn how this location was transformed from a landfill to a beautiful community park and wildlife habitat.  On their journey, 
participants also learn about the environmental benefits of alternative energy, while viewing the two acre solar panel array that was 
installed on the property in 2014.  In addition, the site’s walking trails offer a unique opportunity to view the birds, insects and plants 
that occupy a grassland habitat.  HARC has one of the largest contiguous grassland habitats in southcentral PA, second only to the 
Gettysburg National Military Park.

As a wrap-up of the walking tour, we treat HARC tour participants to our Edible Landfill Program under the shade of the HARC pavilion.  
A delicious finale, and almost guilt-free after the many calories we burn on our one and a quarter mile walk!
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September 30  “Magic Pots and Recycled Bottles”  
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A view of the new Education Center.



❑  “Magic Pots and Recycled Bottles” Presentation  (APPLICATION DEADLINE 9/30/16)

❑  Tour Scholarship Program  (APPLICATION DEADLINE 1/13/17)

❑  Recycled Art Contest  (APPLICATION DEADLINE 2/17/17)

❑  Worm Bin Program  (NO DEADLINE FOR APPLICATION)

❑  Litter Disposal Program  (NO DEADLINE FOR APPLICATION)

Your Name: ___________________________________________________   Grade Level: _____________  

School Name:   __________________________________________________________________________  

School District:   _________________________________________________________________________

School Address:  ________________________________________________________________________  

School Phone: _________________________________ School Fax: _______________________________  

Email Address: __________________________________________________________________________  

Please send my application(s) by (circle one):                EMAIL                FAX                MAIL

EMAIL, FAX OR MAIL TO: Mindy Waltemyer, York County Solid Waste Authority, 
m.waltemyer@ycswa.com, (fax) 717-843-1544, 2700 Blackbridge Road, York, PA 
17406 or call 717-845-1066 with any questions.

As mentioned earlier in this newsletter, you may access applications for our Recycled Art Contest, “Magic 
Pots and Recycled Bottles” presentation, Tour Scholarship, Worm Bin & Litter Disposal Programs online 
at www.ycswa.com.  If you prefer, you may instead complete and return the form below to request 
applications for any or all of these events or programs.

APPLICATION REQUEST FORM
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Here is what some of our York County teachers had to say about our HARC Tour:

  “The students enjoyed learning how a landfill is thoughtfully put together in order to take the best possible care of our Earth and those who live 
there.  They also enjoyed hiking and observing nature.”  

  -Heather Dusich, Roundtown Elementary School 3rd grade teacher, Central York School District

  “The HARC tour was one of the highlights of the school year for my students!  They enjoyed walking the nature trail and learning about the 
different plants and animals that live there.  We saw so many kinds of birds!  Then, to top off our great day, the children got to make edible landfills 
to help them understand what was happening under their feet at HARC and to realize how it has turned into an area that everyone can enjoy!”

  -Tina Linburg, Dover Elementary School 1st grade teacher, Dover Area School District

Since we are still unable to offer tours of the York County Resource Recovery Center this year while the facility is under renovation, we will 
instead be offering tour scholarships again for the HARC tour.  The Authority’s Tour Scholarship Program pays the cost of the bus and driver for your 
field trip to our facilities.  In return, students must complete an activity or project based on some aspect of solid waste management.  This program is 
open to York County students in grades 1-12.  Project activities can include conducting a schoolyard litter pick-up program, making posters or bulletin 
boards about what was learned during the trip, conducting a waste audit, etc.  The scholarships may be used for the spring or fall of 2017.  There are 
limited funds available for this program, so please don’t delay submitting your application.  Applications are awarded on a first-come, first-served basis.  

There are a few differences to consider between the York County RRC Tours of prior years, and the current HARC Tour offering:  

	 •			Since	HARC	is	located	in	the	southern	end	of	the	county,	a	slightly	longer	or	shorter	commute	may	be	expected,	depending	on	the	
location of your school.  

	 •			The	walking	tour	at	HARC	lasts	approximately	an	hour	and	fifteen	minutes.		A	45	minute	optional	Edible	Landfill	program	can	be	added	
to make the experience approximately two hours in total.

	 •			The	HARC	tour	is	available	for	two	classrooms,	of	no	more	than	25	children	each,	at	one	time.		With	chaperones,	this	number	is	comparable	
to our RRC tour maximum of 60 participants.

	 •			Because	the	event	is	held	outside	with	little	or	no	cover,	weather	must	be	considered	when	scheduling	and	attending	the	HARC	tour.		We	
will only be scheduling HARC tours between March 20, 2017 and November 22, 2017.  We also may have to cancel or reschedule tours 24 
hours ahead of time if severe weather is forecasted.  If rescheduling is not possible, we will gladly come to your school on the same date 
and time as the scheduled tour to conduct the Edible Landfill Program instead.

	 •			The	HARC	location	provides	for	the	unique	option	of	a	picnic	lunch	if	teachers	would	like	to	have	their	students	pack	lunches	to	be	
enjoyed at our pavilion area.  Tot and youth playgrounds are also located beside the pavilion.

If you have any questions about the HARC Tour, please contact Mindy Waltemyer at m.waltemyer@ycswa.com or 717-845-1066.  To apply 
for the Tour Scholarship Program, please complete and return the application form online in the Education Connection section of our 
website, www.ycswa.com.  If you prefer, you may instead complete the application request form on the last page of this newsletter and 
return it to the Authority. Applications for the Tour Scholarship Program are due by January 13, 2017.

Hope to see you this year at HARC!

The Hopewell Area Recreation Complex (HARC) Landfill Adventure! 
continued from FRONT COVER

“America Recycles Day” Assembly 
Features Recycling & Waste-to-Energy 
Many York County elementary schools have had the delightful experience of meeting Kathleen 
Jacobs and her puppet friends through the York County Solid Waste Authority’s sponsorship 
of her assembly program.  The performance, titled “Magic Pots and Recycled Bottles,” focuses 
on the importance of recycling and understanding what happens to our garbage.  Her 
puppets are made from repurposed common household items.  Students participate in the 
show by answering questions, helping with sound effects and being puppeteers.

Ms. Jacobs also developed a puppet version of our waste-to-energy mascot, “Buster the 
Combustor Dragon,” along with a script to spread the word that garbage is power.  Buster has a unique construction made up entirely of repurposed 
materials including detergent bottles, plastic coat hangers and plastic notebooks.  Our Buster is well-received by the students, some of whom get to 
dress up in dry scrubber gear or vacuum fly ash in an imaginary depiction of our Resource Recovery Center’s air pollution control system.

Your school is invited to celebrate “America Recycles Day” (November 15th) this year with this FREE interactive puppet show assembly!  A limited 
number of performances are being offered to York County elementary schools on a first-come, first-served basis.  If your school is selected, a 
performance will be scheduled at your school between November 1 and November 15, 2016.  

This 45-50 minute assembly is appropriate for Grades 1-6, although kindergarten classes have also attended.  Kathleen Jacobs performs on an 
elevated stage or floor for up to 200 people.  

Please complete and return the application form online in the Education Connection section of our website, www.ycswa.com.  If you prefer, 
you may instead complete the application request form on the last page of this newsletter and return it to the Authority.  Applications are 
due by September 30, 2016.



Meet Our Staff at YCSWA

JENNIFER CRISTOFOLETTI 
Community Services Specialist
Since 2001, Ms. Cristofoletti has been employed by the York County Solid Waste and Refuse Authority 
as a Community Services Specialist.  

Her current responsibilities include: providing community education and public outreach programs 
to York County schools, civic organizations and other entities; supporting internal and external 
communications efforts through newsletters and brochures, and promoting the overall community 
relations management plan.  She also serves as a tour guide at the York County Resource Recovery Center.      

She is a graduate of Millersville University where she earned a Bachelor of Science in Speech 
Communication.  She is a board member of the PA Chapter of the Solid Waste Association of North 

America where she currently serves as chair of the Membership Committee.  She also serves on the York County Envirothon committee.

MINDY WALTEMYER 
Community Services Specialist
Ms. Waltemyer has been employed by the York County Solid Waste Authority as a Community 
Services Specialist since 2013.  

She is responsible for promoting community awareness of the management of York County’s 
municipal solid waste, including waste-to-energy technology and waste reduction, reuse and 
recycling.  Her primary duties focus on conducting environmental education programs for York 
County residents; facilitating tours of the York Resource Recovery Center and Hopewell Area 
Recreation Complex; developing education materials and programming about responsible waste 
management; coordinating special events such as the Authority’s Earth Day Recycled Art Contest 

and issuing press releases and other organizational information.  

She received a Bachelor of Arts degree in English Literature from Indiana University of Pennsylvania.  She previously served as a 
customer service representative for an insurance company and, prior to that, began her career as a theater and public speaking 
teacher.  She has served as a volunteer for the Solid Waste Association of North America and Junior Achievement.  She also serves 
on the York County Envirothon Committee.

ELLEN C. O’CONNOR 
Manager, Community Services Division
Since 1990, Ms. O’Connor has been employed by the York County Solid Waste and Refuse Authority 
as the Manager of the Community Services Division.  She has more than 35 years of experience 
within the public relations/communications field and has worked within the chemical, publishing, 
advertising and non-profit industries.

Her current responsibilities focus on promoting public understanding of the operations and 
activities of the York County Solid Waste Authority through a variety of community relations 
programs, outreach and public education efforts.  She is the director of the York County Solid Waste 
Authority’s Education Center which serves more than 10,000 people annually.

She is a graduate of Indiana University of Pennsylvania where she earned a Bachelor of Arts in journalism.  She is a member of the 
PA Chapter of the Solid Waste Association of North America where she has served as treasurer, vice president and president.  Ms. 
O’Connor is currently pursuing her Master of Science in Sustainable Management from the University of Wisconsin.
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All educators in the Community Services Division of the York County Solid Waste Authority have PA Childline and criminal background clearances.

“Earth Day” Recycled Art Contest a Hit  
with York County High Schools 

To promote recycling and celebrate Earth Day (April 22), the York County Solid Waste Authority (YCSWA) sponsors an annual Recycled Art 
contest for York County High School students.  This year’s contest was held on April 21, 2016 at the Creative York West Gallery in downtown 
York.  Participating schools included Hanover Public High School, Kennard-Dale High School, Northeastern Senior High School, Red Lion 
Area High School, Redland High School, Susquehannock High School, York Catholic High School and York Suburban High School.  Thirty-five 
students participated.  

Refindings - York’s Architectural Warehouse and The York Rescue Mission generously donated materials for the students to use in their 
creations.  All of the recycled art works were displayed in a gallery exhibit at Creative York’s West Gallery at 118 West Philadelphia Street in 
York from April 17 through April 23.  Contest judging and a public reception were held at the same location on April 21.  Prizes were awarded 
based on artistic creativity and use of recycled materials.  Celebrity judges were Director of Communications and Engagement of the Cultural 
Alliance of York County, Kelley Gibson; PA House Representative Kevin Schreiber and Executive Director of Keep York Beautiful, Tom Smith.

Each student winner received an art supply gift certificate and their school’s art department was also granted an art supply gift certificate 
in the same amount.  First place was awarded to “Humans Are the Next Asteroid,” created by Jacqueline Eberle of Red Land High School.  In 
second place was “Perception:  One Man’s Trash is Another Man’s Treasure,” created by Hadley Deller of York Catholic High School.  Third place 
went to “Umbrella, ella, ella, eh, eh, eh,” created by Gregory Potter of Red Lion Area High School.

Kelly McBrien, Red Lion Area High School Art Teacher, shared her thoughts about the YCSWA Earth Day Recycled Art Contest:

  “The Earth Day Recycled Art Contest offers a challenge to high school students to develop life-long skills such as analytical thinking, 
clarity of the medium, collaboration, social justice, a connection to our county-wide community and visual expression. All while 
promoting visual arts to the York County community. How awesome is that?!”

First place winner of the 2016 YCSWA Earth Day Recycled Art Contest, Jacqueline Eberle, reflected on her experience:

  “…I put my blood, sweat, and tears into that project and of course ran into new problems up until the very last day. When you put your 
mind to something, you can do anything…  I can’t wait to see where I go after this experience.”

We are pleased to announce that we will hold our next annual York County High School Earth Day Recycled Art Contest on 
Wednesday, April 19, 2017 at 6:30 pm at the Creative York West Gallery at 118 West Philadelphia Street in York.  Entrants must be in 
grades 9-12 and may register individually or as a group.  Registration space is limited and entries will be accepted on a first come, first-served 
basis.  Prizes will be awarded for the top three entries as determined by the judges.  

We will also again be holding a “Picker Day” event at Refindings at 465 Prospect Street in York on Saturday, February 25, 2017 from 10:00 am 
to 2:00 pm.  Students will be able to pick items to use in their projects from a select collection of materials.  Lunch will be provided.  Students 
may also call The York Rescue Mission at (717) 845-7662 anytime from September 1, 2016 through April 14, 2017 for an appointment to 
choose donated items for their work.  There is no cost to students to select items at Refindings or The York Rescue Mission.

Full contest guidelines and applications are available online at www.ycswa.com.  If you prefer, you may instead complete the 
application request form on the last page of this newsletter and return it to the Authority.  Please contact Mindy Waltemyer at 
m.waltemyer@ycswa.com or (717) 845-1066 with any questions.  Application deadline is February 17, 2017.

From left to right:

“Humans Are the Next Asteroid” by 
Jacqueline Eberle of Red Land High 
School, won first place in the contest.

Hadley Deller of York Catholic High 
School created “Perception:  One Man’s 
Trash Is Another Man’s Treasure,” which 
placed second.

“Umbrella, ella, ella, eh, eh, eh” by 
Gregory Potter of Red Lion Area High 
School was awarded third place.
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FREE classroom presentations are available on the following environmental topics.  All programs have been approved by the PA 
Department of Education for use by teachers in supporting your efforts to meet the state curriculum standards for environment and 
ecology.  Presentations fit timeframes of 45-60 minutes but can be customized for age-appropriate content and length.  To schedule 
a program call 717-845-1066.  Please allow two weeks advance notice.   

The Magic of Waste-To-Energy
Introduces participants to the York County Resource Recovery Center and explains the technology that not only reduces their garbage 
to a smaller volume of ash, but also recycles it into electricity.  Includes a discussion about where waste comes from, how much we 
all make and how we turn waste into energy in York County.  A “Lightning Prize Round” tests students’ knowledge at the end of the 
presentation.  This presentation works well in both a classroom and an assembly setting.  Ages 6 and up.

Classrooms often perform a litter cleanup as the waste management project required in exchange for the Authority’s 
Tour Scholarship program.  We love to see the students’ reports of the many trash and recyclable items they remove 
from school grounds or local parks.  If you are planning this activity for your tour scholarship project, please consider the  
free Litter Disposal Program offered by the Authority. 

For many years the Authority has teamed with Keep York Beautiful (KYB) to encourage litter cleanup and the elimination of illegal 
dump sites.  Tom Smith, Executive Director of KYB, says the group’s mission is “to encourage individuals to take greater responsibility 
for improving their community environment.”  KYB helps facilitate the cleanup of litter and solid waste, promotes beautification 
efforts and provides a variety of educational resources to make York County a better place to live. 

KYB also encourages local residents and organizations to participate in the Great American Cleanup of PA each year. Annually, 
approximately 60,000 pounds of trash is collected in York County through this event.

Registration for the Authority’s Litter Disposal Program gives your group access to free litter disposal at the York County 
Resource Recovery Center. Free gloves, bags and safety vests are available through Keep York Beautiful.  Safety should always 
be considered when planning a litter cleanup says Smith. “There are potentially many hazards associated with a litter cleanup that 
include personal injury; mosquitoes; ticks; snakes and finding hazardous material.  To stay safe, people should follow these instructions:  
inspect the area prior to day of cleanup; have a plan for disposal; locate dumpster in safe location; work in a group in designated areas; dress 
properly wearing long pants, boots, gloves and a safety vest; have signs along road to inform drivers you are working in the area; have insect 
repellent and first aid kit available.”    

Student litter cleanup as part of the Tour Scholarship Program is often performed in the spring season which is ideal.  According to Smith, 
“The best time of year to perform a litter cleanup event is either early spring or fall.  From late spring through summer, growing plant material 
covers areas, making it difficult to see and collect all the litter that may be in an area.”  

Your students can truly make a difference in our community through litter cleanup, not only through beautification, but because improper 
disposal of trash can create human disease risks.  Smith says, “Items such as tires 
and buckets collect rain water and create mosquito concerns.  Debris becomes a safe 
haven for rodents that are the host of Lyme disease.”  Throughout the years, Smith 
has seen items such as car batteries; car gas tanks; propane tanks; used engine 
oil; a variety of electronic devices and fluorescent lights in York County litter.  
All are potentially harmful to the environment.  Through cleanup efforts, these 
items can be properly disposed of and many can be recycled.

To register for the Authority’s free Litter Disposal Program, please 
complete and return the application form online in the Education 
Connection section of our website, www.ycswa.com.  If you prefer, you 
may instead fill out the application request form located on the last 
page of this newsletter and return it to the Authority.

The Incredible, Edible Landfill
Learn about the science and technology required to build and operate a modern sanitary landfill.  
Participants will understand what a landfill is, what types of waste can be managed in a landfill, how 
landfills are regulated and how science and technology influence how and where landfills are built.  
In this hands-on activity, students learn by building their own landfills layer by layer out of edible 
ingredients.  As the lesson progresses, participants are taught the function of each layer and how it 
helps to protect the environment as garbage decomposes. Since they use edible materials to build 

their landfills, once the landfills pass a final inspection and are “permitted to operate”, students get to eat their work!  All ingredients 
provided by the Authority.  Ages 3 and up.   Please call 717-845-1066 with any questions or to request a list of recipe ingredients.

Hazardous Waste:  Is “Mr. Yuk” Living in YOUR House?
Introduces students to different waste types and the fact that many products used in the home can be 
hazardous if used or disposed of improperly.  Through discussion and games, students will learn the 
significance of “Mr. Yuk,” and how to identify products that are hazardous.  Ages 5 and up.

Invite These Programs into Your Classroom or Assembly Room:Litter Cleanup: Your Students Can Make a Difference

Don’t see what you need here? Visit www.ycswa.com and click on  
“Education Connection” to see more free programming, or call us!

Recycled Paper Revelations 
Participants learn why and how we recycle paper.  Students investigate the history of paper, explore 
the important role paper plays in our modern lives, and consider all the products we use daily that 
would not be possible without paper.  This lesson also details the environmental factors and influences 
that make the practice of recycling paper key to preserving natural resources.  The class culminates in 
a paper making activity in which the participants turn scrap paper into a new piece of recycled paper.   
Ages 5 and up. 

Vermicomposting:  Worms with an Appetite (for Waste)!  
Students learn worm biology and what role worms play in the environment.  Mother Nature’s recyclers, 
earthworms (redworms), and microorganisms convert organic waste into nutrient-rich humus in a 
process called “vermicomposting.”  Participants will explore this idea as an alternative to placing food 
scraps in the trash, thus reducing the household waste stream.  The Authority provides all materials 
needed, including the hungry “red wigglers.”  The program can be taught using a large bin which the 
classroom maintains for a semester, or by making individual mini worm bins in cups which the students 
take home.  Ages 3 and up.

If you are interested in a worm composting BIN for your classroom, please complete and return 
the application form online in the Education Connection section of our website, www.ycswa.
com.  If you prefer, you may instead complete the application request form on the last page of this 
newsletter and return it to the Authority.  Composting CUP programs may be scheduled by calling 
717-845-1066.

In addition, to support Keep York Beautiful’s mission, the Authority provides 
educational materials to help prevent litter in our community. FREE 
pamphlets, titled “Open Your Eyes to Litter,” are available in five different 
volumes tailored for grade levels K-6.  
If you are interested in obtaining pamphlets for use in your classroom, 
please call Ellen O’Connor at 845-1066.  To preview the pamphlets go 
to:  www.keeppabeautiful.org and click on “How to Prevent It” and then 
“Education Resources”.
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